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Mr. Woods is an English author and traveler who has an intimate acquaintance with the 
Balkan Peninsula and the Near East. For seven years he held a commission in the 
Grenadier Guards and later acted as military correspondent during the Balkan Wars. 
He is the author of the following works : " Washed by Four Seas : An English 
Officer's Travels in the Near East" (1908); "The Danger Zone of Europe: Changes 
and Problems in the Near East" (191 1); "La Turquie et Ses Voisins"(i9ii); "War 
and Diplomacy in the Balkans" (1915). Mr. Woods recently lectured before the 
Society on " The Bagdad Railway in the War." 

Mr. Balch is a Councilor of the American Geographical Society. His studies embrace 
mountaineering. Polar exploration, and the bearing of art on comparative ethnology. 
He has done much toward promoting a knowledge of the important share Americans, 
notably Wilkes and Palmer, have done in the exploration of the Antarctic, and in this 
connection has rightly stressed the fact that Wilkes, as a result of the discoveries of the 
expedition of 1840, recognized the existence of the Antarctic Continent. Some of 
Mr. Balch's numerous publications are : " Antarctica " (1902) ; " Stonington (Conn.) 
Antarctic Explorers" (Bull. Amer. Geogr. Soc, Vol. 41, 1909, No. 8); "Glaciferes, 
or Freezing Caverns" (1900); "Comparative Art" (1906). 

Dr. Waters is President of the Kansas State Agricultural College. In the summer of 1914 
he visited the Philippines on request of the insular government to investigate the agri- 
cultural conditions and possibilities of the islands. The present article is based on that 
visit. Dr. Waters is also the author of " The Essentials of Agriculture " (1915). 

Dr. Tower is professor of geography at the University of Chicago. Dr. Tower is the 
author of a "History of the American Whale Fishery " (1907); "A Regional and 
Economic Geography of Pennsylvania " (Bull. Geogr. Soc. of Philadelphia, Vol. 4, 
1904-06, and Vol. 5, 1907) ; " Scientific Geography : The Relation of Its Content to 
Its Subdivisions" (Bull. Amer. Geogr. Soc., Vol. 42, 1910), and other important 
papers in the field of modem geography. 

Mr. Whitbecfc is professor of geography and physiography at the University of Wisconsin. 
He is editor of the Journal of Geography, the leading organ of geography teaching in 
this country. Professor Whitbeck is the author of " A Geography of New Jersey " 
(State Supplement to Tarr and McMurry's New Geographies, 1906); "The Geo- 
graphy and Industries of Wisconsin" {Wisconsin Geol. Survey Bull. 26, 1913); 
"The Geography of the Fox- Winnebago Valley" {idem. Bull. 42, 1915). 



